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POLICY ON NON -DISCRIMINATION  
  

The Ephrata Area School District fully complies with federal, state, and local laws that prohibit discrimination in terms of 

admission to school programs, courses, or activities in terms of qualifying for scholarships, awards, or other benefits and in 

terms of employment procedures or practices.  The Ephrata Area School District will not discriminate in any of the above-

mentioned programs because of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, marital status, or non-relevant handicaps or 

disabilities. 

 Furthermore, it is the policy of the school district to notify in writing, and by other means of communication, those with 

whom we associate that we believe in and operate under such a policy.  These communications will be sent to, but not limited 

to persons/agencies such as pupils and parents, school-related support groups, applicants for employment and teacher-

placement agencies, scholarship and awards donors, vendors, the general public, etc. 

 In the event a person has questions regarding the school district's policies or desires to register a complaint relative to the 

operation of a policy, the following persons may be contacted as district compliance persons: 
 

Superintendent  Dr. Gerald Rosati (717) 721-1513 

Asst. Superintendent of Secondary Education, Dr. Brian Troop 

Asst. Superintendent of Elementary Education, Mrs. Kimberly Schlemmer 
 

Title VI   Asst. Superintendent 

Ephrata Area School District - (717) 721-1513 
 

Title IX   Asst. Superintendent 

Ephrata Area School District - (717) 721-1513 
 

Sect. 504  Sue Summers-Steffy, Coordinator of Student Support Services 

      Ephrata Area School District - (717) 721-1150 

Matthew Ammons, Assistant Coordinator of Student Support Services
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A Message from the Principal 
 

Welcome to the 2011-2012 Ephrata High School Educational Planning and Course Selection Guide! Course 

planning and registration for the next year are critical steps for a successful school experience. Please carefully 

review the information in this booklet. Through it you will find specific information about courses. Think carefully 

about your interests and your ability to ñstay the courseò as you decide to sign up for classes.  As you select your 

courses, consider these four crucial areas: 

¶ Graduation requirements and the required courses for your grade level ï select those courses first, 

¶ Prerequisites (courses you must have successfully completed before taking a specific course), 

¶ The level of difficulty of the courses you select, and 

¶ The recommended and required courses for your post-high school career and educational plans. 

 
Ephrata High School prepares students for adult life by attending to their intellectual and developmental needs and 

challenging them to achieve at their highest possible level.  In conjunction with families and other community 

institutions, Ephrata High School prepares students to become self-directed, life-long learners and responsible, 

involved citizens.   

 
Together with parents, families and community institutions, Ephrata High School provides opportunities for 

students to: acquire knowledge and skills, develop integrity, process information, think critically, work 

independently, collaborate with others, and adapt to change. 

 
We are strongly committed to equity for all students.  Because of this commitment, we have designed courses to 

meet the needs of all students and to offer all students a number of ways in which they can be successful.  Our 

Credit Recovery program is one example of how students can learn and meet graduation requirements in a different 

type of school environment.   

  

Curriculum and instruction at Ephrata High School provides all students opportunities to develop the skills of 

analysis, synthesis, evaluation and problem-solving, and information literacy.  Our focus is on the development of 

abilities needed to succeed in work and in advanced education.   

 
We are committed to student engagement, or finding ways to enable all students to give their very best efforts in 

their academic pursuits. Our Enrichment Courses are also designed to allow students to improve their basic 

academic knowledge.   

 
We encourage all students to be active participants in the school by communicating with adults about areas in 

which the school may improve for students.   

 
Parents, I encourage you to read this guide with your children. The more parents understand the process and the 

options, the better we will be able to ensure a successful year for your son and/or daughter. If any student or parent 

has questions about the information in this guide, please contact your studentôs guidance counselor. We are pleased 

to offer new courses. This graphic symbol identifies the new courses:  

 

 

 

Any changes or modification to this guidebook that may occur following its publication can be found on the 

Ephrata High School Guidance website: www.easdpa.org/ehs/guidance 

 
The Ephrata Family of teachers, administrators and support staff looks forward to our relationships with students 

and parents. 

 
Mrs. Joane Eby 

Ephrata High School Principal 

 

http://www.easdpa.org/ehs/guidance
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INTRODUCTION  
 
The Educational Planning and Course Selection Guide provides information for students and parents to help 

prepare and plan the studentôs secondary school program.  It contains information concerning the educational 

opportunities offered at Ephrata High School which will enable students to plan programs of studies best suited to 

their interests, aptitudes, abilities, needs, and educational and career goals.   

 
Students and parents are responsible for selecting courses that enable students to meet their plans for the future.  

Teachers and counselors are available to assist the student and parents in the selection process.  Students will meet 

with guidance counselors to finalize their course selections. 

 
Counselors can be contacted by calling 721-1478 to arrange an appointment. Students are assigned to counselors as 

listed below: 
 

Grade 9 Transition Counselor = Ms. Batdorf        Mc-Z/Grades 10-12 = Mrs. Minder  

A-Mb/Grades 10-12 = Mrs. Hartman       9-12 Gifted/ELL/ Full/Half Day CTC= Mr. Habowski 

 

MASTER SCHEDULE CONSTRUCTION  
Students are presented with course information as well as selection of course requests during January and February 

of each year.  Based upon course request information, the administration builds the master schedule which reflects 

the interests of our students.  Course sections are determined by the initial requests and teacher availability.  

Adjustments are made to reduce scheduling conflicts and to help students take as many of their selected courses as 

possible.    

 
The entire process takes about four months. The objective is to fulfill as many studentsô course requests as possible.  

It is not the purpose of this master schedule process to accommodate course change requests after the initial 

sign-up period.  Therefore, it is strongly suggested that careful consideration to course selection be given during 

the initial sign-up phase of the process.  The listing of a course does not guarantee that the course will be taught. In 

the event of insufficient registration and/or staffing or facilities limitations, the administration reserves the right to 

cancel any course or limit enrollment in that course. 
 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 
CAREFUL ATTENTION TO COURSE SELECTION IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL.  Each studentôs course 

request will be considered complete as of March 13
th
 and there will be NO schedule changes without cause.  The 

following are circumstances under which schedule changes may be made after this date: 

1. A studentôs schedule is incorrect due to: 

¶ Alteration, without knowledge, to facilitate scheduling 

¶ A computer data entry error 

¶ An unbalanced schedule (example: 2 Social Studies courses scheduled the same semester) 

¶ Class enrollments are disproportionate 

 
2. To meet the requirements of a special program: 

¶ Learning Support 

¶ English Language Learners Program (ELL) 

¶ Career and Technology Center 

¶ Vo-Ag work experience 

¶ PSSA Skills Enrichment  

 
3. A student or teacher requests a schedule change because the student failed the class previously with 

that teacher. 

 

4. To meet graduation requirements when courses are failed in the senior year. 
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A student is expected to remain in a selected course for its full term.  Withdrawal from a course after the 15
th
 day of 

the semester/year will result in the student receiving a Withdrew Failing (ñWFò) grade for each marking period the 

course is offered as well as a final grade. Be sure to consult the current Ephrata High School Student Handbook for 

academic eligibility implications of receiving a ñWFò. 

 

REPEATING A COURSE 
 

If a student repeats and passes a core subject area course that he did not fail the first time, he will receive credit for 

both classes - one will be an elective credit, while the other will count as a core subject areas credit after the course 

is passed for the second time.  Both grades will be factored into the studentôs GPA.   

 

HONORS CRITERIA  

Letter Grade Numerical 
Average 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Outstanding Achievement 
A 93-100 4.00 4.50 5.00 
A- 90-92 3.67 4.17 4.67 

High Achievement 
B+ 88-89 3.33 3.83 4.33 
B 83-87 3.00 3.50 4.00 
B- 80-82 2.67 3.17 3.67 

Satisfactory Achievement 
C+ 78-79 2.33 2.83 3.33 
C 73-77 2.00 2.50 3.00 
C- 70-72 1.67 2.17 2.67 

Minimal Achievement 
D+ 68-69 1.33 1.83 2.33 
D 63-67 1.00 1.50 2.00 
D- 60-62 0.67 1.17 1.67 

Failure to Achieve Minimal Course Requirements 
F 0-59 0.00 0.00 0.00 

 

EHS Weighted Courses 
Level 1 ð All courses not listed below  
 
Level 2 ð Advanced Composition; Literary Classics; Humanities I and II; Tandem II; Creative Writing; Mythology; 

Psychology; Honors American History; Political Economy; Honors Geometry; Honors Algebra II; Honors Pre-

Calculus; Foundations of Physical Science; Foundations of Biology; Foundations of Chemistry; Honors Chemistry 

2; Human Physiology; German III; Spanish III, Business and Personal Law, Law Seminar, Accounting III,  
 
Level 3 ð AP Composition & Literature; AP Language & Composition; AP Economics; AP European History; AP 

United States History; AP Calculus AB; AP Calculus BC; AP Statistics; AP Biology; AP Physics; Honors 

Scientific Research; German IV; Spanish IV; AP Spanish; AP German; AP Music Theory, Dual Enrollment college 

courses, College in the Classroom courses, Honors Accounting. 

 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE  
 

Official Grade Point Averages (GPAs) are calculated at the end of the academic year (mid June). Senior GPAs are 

also recalculated at the end of the first semester (early February). All courses with the exception of Pass/Fail and 

any special marks (grades of ñMò, ñNMò) are used in GPA calculations.  Students will have both the Academic 

(weighted) and Standard (unweighted) GPA calculated at the times listed above. A studentôs GPA and Class Rank 

are considered confidential information and will only be released to academic institutions, scholarship, and 

National Honor Society organizations, or as requested by the student/parent. 
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Standard (Unweighted) Example Calculation 

Course Letter 

Grade 

Numerical Value ï found in 

Honors Criteria chart above 

Credit Total 

Tandem II A 4 1.0 4.0 

Biology BSCS B 3 1.0 3.0 

American History A 4 1.0 4.0 

Intro Drawing C 2 0.5 1.0 

AP Calculus B 3  1.0 3.0 

Wellness/PE A 4 0.5 2.0 

   5.0 17.00 

   Take total 17.00 divided by 5.0 credits = 3.40 GPA (unweighted) 
 

Academic (Weighted) Example Calculation 

Course Letter 

Grade 

Numerical Value ï found in 

Honors Criteria chart above 

Credit Total 

Tandem II (level II) A 4.5 (level II class) 1.0 4.5 

Biology BSCS B 3 1.0 3.0 

American History A 4 1.0 4.0 

Intro Drawing C 2 0.5 1.0 

AP Calculus (level III) B 4 (level III class) 1.0 4.0 

Wellness/PE A 4 0.5 2.0 

   5.0 18.5 

  Take total 18.5 divided by 5.0 credits = 3.70 GPA (weighted) 

 

GPA CALCULATOR  

 

An Excel spreadsheet to calculate GPA has been created by the High School Guidance Department and is available 

for download from the EHS Guidance Web Site: http://www.easdpa.org/ehs/Guidance under the EHS Guidance 

Department link.  This is a wonderful tool to help with GPA calculations as well as projections. 
 

 

PROMOTION CRITERIA   
 

Promotion Criteria ï Students need to earn the below credits to be assigned to the next grade: 

A. 4 credits to be assigned to a 10
th
 grade homeroom 

B. 9 credits to be assigned to a 11
th
 grade homeroom 

C. 16 credits to be assigned to a 12
th
 grade homeroom 

*Summer school credits are included in the above totals. 

 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  

 

Course Credits 
Language Arts 4.0 

Social Studies 3.0 

Mathematics 4.0 

Science 3.0 

Computer 0.5 

Wellness/PE 2.0 

Consumer Skills 0.5 

http://www.easdpa.org/ehs/Guidance
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Computer Related 

Graduation Option 
 

Safety Education 0.5 

Electives 5.5 

Graduation Project Successful Completion 

Total 23 

 

 Minimum  Scheduling Requirement Patterns 

 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
Language Arts  (1 credit) Language Arts  (1 credit) Language Arts (1 credit) Language Arts (1 credit) 

World History (1 credit) American History (1 credit) Social Studies (1 credit)  

Mathematics (1 credit) Mathematics (1 credit) Mathematics (1 credit) Mathematics (1 credit) 

Science (1 credit) Science (1 credit) Science (1 credit)  

Wellness / PE (0.5credit) Wellness / PE (0.5 credit)  Wellness / PE (0.5 credit) Wellness / PE (0.5credit) 

Computer Related (0.5 credit) Safety Education (0.5 credit) Consumer Skills (0.5 credit) 4.5 Elective Credits 

2 Elective Credits 2 Elective Credits 2 Elective Credits  

 

Computer Related Courses ï Students can choose any of the below courses to meet the ñComputerò 

graduation requirement: 

 

Ç Computer Applications (Business Education) 

Ç Integrated Data Systems (Business Education) 

Ç Desktop Publishing (Technology Education) 

Ç Introduction to Communications Technology (Technology Education) 

Ç CAD Architectural I (Technology Education) 

Ç CAD 1 Two-Dimensional Drafting (Technology Education) 

 

GRADUATION PROJECT  
In accordance with the graduation requirements of the Ephrata High School and the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, all students will complete a project in one or more areas of concentrated study under the guidance 

and direction of the high school faculty. This project, with teacher and parent approval, may include a component 

of community service. The project will be self-selected, include specific standards, and will include some 

component of presentation to peers.  

Students are encouraged to complete projects within existing courses, but may complete a graduation project in 

ANY course. The final date that all components of the Graduation Project MUST be turned in to project teachers is 

the second Friday of the month of May during the studentôs senior year. If completed projects are not received by 

this date, the student will be ineligible to participate in the graduation ceremony, the prom, and senior activity day.  

For more information regarding the Graduation Project, please see the Graduation Project Booklet available in the 

guidance office or online at www.easdpa.org/ehs/Guidance . 

 

11TH GRADE PSSA 
The Ephrata Area School District, in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Department of Education, has established 

minimum requirements for graduation.  These requirements must be met before a high school diploma can be 

awarded.  Each student will be required to score proficient or above on the PSSA Exams in reading, math, writing, 

and Science  in grade 11.  Eleventh grade students scoring basic or below basic on any or all of the areas must do 

the following, during their senior year, to be eligible for graduation:   

 

1. Take the 12
th
 grade retest in the fall of their senior year. 

2. In the first semester of their senior year, take a prescribed enrichment course in the area or areas of the 11
th
 

grade PSSA exams in which they scored basic or below basic. Prescribed enrichment course may consist of 

one or more of the following: 

ü Blended Schools/ALEX 

ü Or, a program approved by the high school principal. 

 

3. Special education students must meet the requirements of their IEP.  

http://www.easdpa.org/ehs/Guidance
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KEYSTONE EXAMS PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in the subject areas of Algebra 

I, Algebra II, Geometry, Literature, English Composition, Biology, Chemistry, U.S. History, World History, and 

Civics and Government.  

 

The Keystone Exams are one component of Pennsylvaniaôs new system of high school graduation requirements. 

Keystone Exams will help school districts guide students toward meeting state standards-standards aligned with 

expectations for success in college and the workplace. In order to receive a diploma, students must also meet local 

district credit and attendance requirements and complete a culminating project, along with any additional district 

requirements. 

 

For the graduating classes of 2015 and 2016, students must demonstrate successful completion of secondary-level 

course work in Algebra I, Biology, Literature, and English Composition, in which the Keystone Exam serves as the 

final course exam. Studentsô Keystone Exam scores shall count for at least one-third of the final course grade. 

 

 
 

 
Students in the classes of 2015 and 2016 will demonstrate proficiency in Algebra I, Biology, Literature, and 

English Composition with a final Keystone Exam. The Keystone Exam will count for one-third of the final course 

grade. 

 

For the classes of 2017 and beyond, requirements under this option will be expanded to include the following: 

¶ Passing 2 English courses (Composition and Literature)*; 

¶ Passing 2 Mathematics courses (Algebra I, Algebra II, or Geometry); 
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¶ Passing 1 Science course (Biology or Chemistry); and  

¶ Passing 1 Social Studies course (Civics and Government, U.S. History, or World History). 

 

DUAL  ENROLLMENT  OPPORTUNITIES FOR EPHRATA  HIGH  SCHOOL  SENIORS 
 

This program allows high school seniors to take college courses (up to six credits per semester) at the following 

schools: Millersville University, Harrisburg Area Community College (Lancaster campus), Central Pennsylvania 

College (Lancaster campus), Penn State (Berks campus). Dual enrollment courses must be non-remedial college 

courses, as well as offered in a core academic subject as defined by NCLB Act of 2001. They must be included in 

one of the following subjects: English, Reading, or Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Foreign Language, Civic 

and Government, Economics, Arts, History and Geography. 

 

Students who wish to take college courses have the option of having a course appear (or not appear) on their 

transcript.  The studentôs decision will be indicated by filling out the ñCollege Credit Transfer Sheetò available in 

the guidance office prior to the first day of class.  If the student chooses to have the class appear on his transcript, it 

will have a credit value of 1.0 and a weighted course level of three (3). 

 

For more information about the Ephrata Dual Enrollment program, please visit the Guidance website, 

www.easdpa.org/ehs/Guidance. 

 

COLLEGE IN THE HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM  

 
HAACôs College in the High School (CHS) program enables qualified high school students to enroll in college 

level courses at their high school or technical school during the regular school day. CHS students earn concurrent 

high school and college credit. Course offerings are selected form HACCôs required courses, core curriculum or 

technical courses. Courses are taught by a high school teacher who qualifies as a HACC adjunct faculty member 

and are offered to high school students at a reduced tuition rate. ($90.00 for the 2010-11 school year). Currently, 

Ephrata offers three CHS courses; Macro Economics, Micro Economics, and Environmental Science. See the 

appropriate Social Studies or Science department pages for course descriptions.  

 

SERVICE LEARNING COURSE  DESCRIPTION 
 

This course offers EHS seniors the opportunity to volunteer within the district or local community during their 

senior year. Students will have the opportunity to earn .5 credits per period for a maximum of three periods per day. 

Students may elect to take this course for either one or two semesters.  

 

The purpose of this course is to 1) provide opportunities for ñlearning through doingò, 2) actively involve student in 

the school environment/community, 3) develop the studentôs ability to collaborate with others in a professional 

manner, 4) provide opportunities for self-exploration and career awareness and 5) demonstrate the application of 

essential workplace skills/knowledge, such as, but not limited to: commitment, communication, dependability, 

personal initiative, scheduling/time management, team building, responsibility, and respect for others. 

 

Site opportunities include, but are not limited to: Any of the districtôs elementary schools, Ephrata Middle School, 

town or municipality services, fire companies, church, retirement homes, library aide (high school/community), 

Guidance Career Resource Center. Approval for other volunteering opportunities will be approved by the EHS 

Guidance Department. Students will be responsible for selecting a site to do the volunteering experience. 

 
V Pick up a Service Learning Course Application sheet from the Guidance Office if you are interested in 

signing up for this course. 
 

 

 

http://www.easdpa.org/ehs/Guidance
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SENIOR WORK PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS : 
 

In order for senior students to be permitted to leave school after period 6, students must meet the following criteria: 

 

1. Must be eligible for graduation June 2012. 

2. Must have completed the Graduation Project before May 1, 2011 (proper documentation must be in 

guidance office at this time). 

3. Must maintain acceptable attendance (including tardiness) throughout their senior year.  

4. Must pass all required courses.  If a student fails a required course the first semester, he will return to a full 

schedule (period 1-7) for the second semester. 

5. Verification of Activity form must be provided to the studentôs guidance counselor before the first day of 

school. 

6. Any change of activity status must be reported to the studentôs guidance counselor immediately. 

The EHS Guidance department must approve Application and Verification forms. 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS  

 

English Language Learners (ELL): a program available to students whose first language is not English.  

Participation in this program is determined by English Language Proficiency Assessments. Mrs. Lyndel Balthaser 

is the contact person for this program. (See pages 89 for course description.) 

 

Learning Support: The Pennsylvania State Department of Public Instruction and the Ephrata Area School District 

offer Learning Support classes for students who meet the criteria established. 

 

Summer School Program: Available to students in the Ephrata Area School District. Participation in this program 

is available to students who have failed courses during the school year and desire to make up credits.  A fee is 

charged for summer school classes.   

 

CTC Cluster Programs: One-half day pre-vocational programs offered by the Lancaster County Career and 

Technology Centers for 11
th
 grade students   

 

CTC Full Day Senior Program: The CTC provides approximately 50 programs for high school seniors interested 

in learning a career. LCCTC campuses are located in Brownstown, Mount Joy and Willow Street.  More 

information can be found on page 12 of this planning guide, or online at:  http://www.lcctc.org/  

 

Gifted Education:  Enrichment opportunities are available for those students who meet the criteria established.  

Mr. Carl Bomberger (Grades 9 &12) and Mrs. Tara Nolte (Grades 10 &11) are the contacts for this program.  
 

 

 
 

RECOGNIZED EXTRACURR ICULAR PROGRAMS  
 

ATHLETICS   ACTIVITIES/CLUBS  
Baseball   Audio Visual Club Photo Club 

Basketball (Boys & Girls)  Camerata Singers Prom Committee 

Bowling   Chess Club Quiz Bowl 

Cheerleading   Class Officers School Board Student Representative  

Cross Country (Boys & Girls)  Cloisterette Yearbook Ski Club 

Field Hockey   Fall Play Spanish National Honor Society 

Football   EHS Science Fair Spring Musical 

http://www.lcctc.org/


  11 

STUDENT ACTIVITY LISTINGS WILL ONLY INCLUDE PROGRAMS LISTED ABOVE. 
 

NCAA COLLEGE -BOUND ATHLETES  
  

Students intending to pursue Division I or II athletics in college must meet certain eligibility requirements.  Below 

is a summary of the criteria for eligibility.  For more information please see your guidance counselor or visit 

www.ncaaclearinghouse.net for specific eligibility criteria. 

 

To be certified by the Clearinghouse, you must: 

¶ Graduate from High School 

¶ Complete at least 16 core courses Division I, 14 for Division II which are approved by the NCAA during 

grades 9 through 12. 

¶ Meet minimum GPA and SAT requirements established by the NCAA. 

 

Core Units Required for NCAA Initial Eligibility  
 Division I Division II 

English 

Math 

Science 

Social Sciences 

4 years 

3 years (Algebra I or above) 

2 years (1yr lab) 

2 years 

3 years 

2 years 

2 years (1yr lab) 

2 years 

Additional course in English, 

Math, or Science 

1 year 2 years 

Additional Academic Course (in 

any of the above areas or foreign 

language, or computer science) 

4 years 3 years 

Total Core Units Required 16 units 14 units 

  
 

Go to http://eligibilitycenter.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.html  to see a listing of approved Ephrata 

High School NCAA courses:   

 
At the end of the studentôs junior year, he/she should register with the NCAA clearinghouse to determine 

eligibility for division 1 or 2 college athletic programs. 

 

Please Note: If a student plans to participate in intercollegiate athletics at an NCAA Division I or II 

college, it is the studentôs responsibility to check to make sure he/she meets NCAA course requirements. 

Please see the appropriate counselor if there are questions. 

 

 

Golf  FFA  Student Athletic Trainer 

Lacrosse (Boys & Girls)  German National Honor Society Student Council 

Rifle  Ice Hockey Tri-M (Music Honor Society) 

Softball  Indoor Guard Youth Peace Council 

Soccer (Boys & Girls)  Jazz Band  

Swimming (Boys & Girls)  LEO  

Tennis (Boys & Girls)  Marching Band  

Track & Field (Boys & Girls)  Mock Trail  

Volleyball (Boys & Girls)   Mountaineer Newspaper  

Winter Track (Boys & Girls)   Music Ensembles  

    Wrestling  National Honor Society  

    

    

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://eligibilitycenter.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.html
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COLLEGE ADMISSION  

 
Admission requirements to various institutions vary considerably. EHS Counselors are familiar with 

current college admission procedures are available to confer with students about future education plans. It 

is recommended that parents, in addition to students utilize this educational planning guide to take the 

coursework necessary to meet the requirements for enrollment in post-secondary institutions. The 

Collegeboard.com and Career Crusing.com are excellent online resource that lists recommended courses 

for college admission for each ñcollegeò.  

 

PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is a 

two hour and ten minutes test that is taken mostly by high school juniors. The College Entrance 

Examination Board (College Board) and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation administer the test 

once each year in October. Sophomores are also welcome to take the test for practice (as well as freshmen 

in the Gifted Program). Students who wish to be considered for the National Merit Scholarship 

competition must take this test in the junior year. The test is free for EHS students, and is administered at 

Ephrata High School on the second Wednesday in October. 

 

SAT I  (Scholastic Aptitude Test I) (Reasoning) 

The SAT is a standardized test that colleges use to evaluate candidates. The test measures a studentôs 

ability to understand and process elements of mathematical and verbal reasoning. SAT scores are 

calculated based on a studentôs performance relative to other test-takers and have proven to be an 

indicator of collegiate success. The SAT is offered at Ephrata High School during the October and May 

test date, as well as locally during other testing dates. 

 

The SAT consists of ten sections: 
× Three writing sections - one 25-minute student-written essay, one 25-minute grammar section 

and one 10-minute grammar section. 

× Three math sections - two 25-minute sections and one 20-minute section. 

× Three critical reading sections ς two 25-minutes sections and one 20-minute section. 

× hƴŜ άŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ς an additional 25 minute section (underscored). 

SAT II  (Scholastic Aptitude Test II) (Subject Test) 

This test is a series of one-hour tests measuring achievement in 18 subject areas, such as writing, math, 

science, languages, history and the arts. Not all colleges require the SAT II taken. Check with the colleges 

you are interested in before scheduling these tests. This SAT is offered at Ephrata High School during the 

October and May test date. 

 

ACT  (American College Testing) 

This program is made up of a test battery that includes four test, a Student Profile section and four high 

school grades that you report yourself. Both high school juniors and seniors take the ACT Test Battery, 

which is given five times a year. Many colleges will use the scores from ACT in place of SAT I. 

 

Calendar for College Admissions: 

Junior Year 

 

September 
Ä Plan to meet with college reps that visit guidance all year (check out the Guidance Bulletin or Guidance 

bulletin board for a listing of visiting college 

October 
Ä Take the PSAT at EHS 
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Ä Attend financial aid night at EHS 

November 
Ä Attend College Night at Conestoga Valley High School 

December 
Ä Receive results of PSAT and review areas of strength and weakness 

January 
Ä Begin to think about which colleges you would like to explore. 
Ä Register for a spring SATI (May test at EHS) 

February 
Ä Select challenging senior year courses 

March 
Ä Continue to evaluate colleges 

April  
Ä Junior transition meetings with counselors will discuss college visits and researching schools to get ready 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊ 

Ä Plan for college visits 

May 
Ä Take SAT test at EHS 
Ä College visits 

June 
Ä Plan visits to college campuses over the summer 

July 
Ä Visit colleges; take tours and have interviews 

August 
Ä Continue to refine your list and check onςline for applications 
Ä Register for October SAT test at EHS 

Senior Year 

 

September 
Ä Register for SAT I, SAT II (if necessary) or ACT 
Ä Attend senior transition meeting with your counselor focus on applications and financial aid 
Ä Lineup your teacher and/or advisor recommendations 
Ä Meet with appropriate college reps who visit the Guidance Office 
Ä Begin college applications  

October 
Ä Take SAT I and have scores sent directly to colleges on your list (as well as EHS) 
Ä If applying Early Decision, send in your application now (be sure to always check applicable deadlines) 
Ä Prepare applications for back-up schools 
Ä Attend financial aid night at EHS 

November 
Ä Finish sending college applications before Thanksgiving break 

December 
Ä Receive Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in mail 
Ä Review scholarship information in Guidance as it is announced 
Ä Register for your pin number for the FAFSA (your parents need one too) 

January 
Ä Submit FAFSA form ASAP: Remember that institutional aid deadline are almost always earlier than the 

FAFSA deadline 
Ä Inform Guidance Secretary if mid-year grades need to be sent to any college 
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February, March, & April 
Ä Decide on one college you will attend 
Ä Be sure to pick up ENB Scholarships 

By May 1 
Ä Send in tuition deposit (do so earlier if indicated by the college) 

June 
Ä Congratulations! Enjoy your graduation and look forward to college! 
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